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A letter
from Mrs.
Johnson,
CEO/
Publisher
Emerita
ST. PETERSBURG -As
you pickup your new, slimmer issue of The Weekly
Challenger, we hope you’re
saying, “Wow, I like this.”
Yes, my youngest
daughter, Lyn, and our dedicated employees finally
convinced me to change
the look of the newspaper.
Making a format change
was not an easy decision
for me.
My husband started
this paper as a broadsheet
45 years ago, and I struggled to change what I saw
as his hard work. But, current trends demand newer
thought and the change to
a compact-size newspaper
is needed to battle these
tough economic times.
We will continue to
serve our Tampa Bay market with meaningful content delivered timely each
Thursday to your front
door, church or place of
business.
Over the past few
months, we have worked
diligently to provide a
higher journalistic product
in terms of community
news. It is important to us
See LETTER, page 3

Celebrating
President
Obama
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
President Barack Obama
spoke to thousands Saturday at St. Petersburg College, but his south St. Pete
supporters were out in
droves early on, too fired
up to wait.
It’s Thursday night and
Betty Ardoin is anxiously
preparing her house for
guests. Not a small group
of her closest friends and
family, but a crowd of people with potentially only
one thing in common –
their undivided support for
President Obama and their
goal to get him elected for
another four year term in
the White House.
As the rain began to
drizzle down, party attendees scurried inside for
shelter. Some would think
the dreary weather and
rumbling thunder would
put a damper on the night’s
scheduled event, but not
when it comes to the
group, Organizing for
America (OFA).
Failure is not an option.
Why? Because with the
November election right
around the corner, all efforts are focused on their
mission — to spread
Obama’s word and get voters to the polls. A mission
they take seriously.
So in an effort to get
that message across, OFA
arranged house parties
around St. Petersburg not
only drawing in staunch
Obama supporters, but
also attracting some who
may be on the fence as to
who to choose come Election Day.
Connie Cutliff, a fierce
supporter of the president

Students bowed their heads during prayer at remembrance ceremony Tuesday morning.

Job Corps remembers 9/11
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Almost 3,000 flags dotted
the finely manicured
lawn at the Pinellas
County Job Corp Center
this Tuesday in remembrance of the tragic
events that happened 11
years ago. Each flag represented a life loss.
Usually when there’s
a crowd of students gathered, talking and laughter can be heard. But on
this early morning,
heads were bowed and
words were silenced as
fellow student Vernisha
Gray lead the crowd in
prayer.
The remembrance
ceremony continued in
the gymnasium with ex-

periences of “where they
were” when America
came under attack.
Student
Crystal
Macario choked back the
tears as she related her
story. Eight years old
and sitting in her thirdgrade class in the Bronx
at the time of the attacks,
she painted a vivid picture of the chaos of that
day.
“I remember my
mom picking me up and
her telling me that when
we walk outside I was
going to see a lot of
things that I’ve never
seen before”…Once we
left the building you
could hear screaming
and crying and it was like
everything impacted all
at once,” Macario said as

tears streamed down her
face.
She went on to tell
that even though they
were miles away from
the Twin Towers, smoke
filled her lungs as she
and her mom rushed
home.
Another story came
from nursing instructor
Denise Fedorenchik. Retired from the military,
but still at reserved status, she was working as a
registered nurse in New
York at the time of the attacks. She was then activated and deployed with
the National Guard.
“I could remember
when I saw that second
tower [get] hit and come
down. That plum of
smoke and dust, the

smell of fuel, the horror,
the screaming. It was
closes to the front line
that I have ever seen or
been involved in,” Fedorenchik said.
Fedorenchik remembers the tragedy and the
horror, but she also remembered the feeling of
how the human spirit
could not be broken.
“The greatest thing
was the spirit; the camaraderie; the joy of who
we are as human beings
was so prevalent at every
moment.
Everyone
turned to everyone else
to help,” Fedorenchik finished.
During the narration
of a video presentation,
See 9/11, page 6

Angels deliver food to firefighters
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Ethel L. Johnson,
CEO/Publisher Emerita

ST. PETERSBURG —
As the nation reflects on
the tragic events that occurred September 11,
2001, where nearly 3,000
lives were lost in the horrific terrorist attacks, it is
hard not to think of the
first responders around
the country who risk
their lives saving others.
One local group of
women doesn’t just think
about the first responders, firefighters in par-

ticular, these women
have been showing their
appreciation for them for
a decade.

The idea came to
Yolanda McCloud after
hearing the broadcast of
the tragedy. She felt

moved to reach out and
show that she cared.
Thinking of her relatives
serving at local fire stations, she thought they
might like some baked
goods, thus beginning a
decade long mission to
donate cookies in honor
of the fallen.
On the first anniversary of the tragic events,
September 11, 2002, McCloud delivered cookies
to Fire Station #8 located
at 4701 Dr. Martin

9/11 Angels in front of Fire Station #8.
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OPINION
‘Chocolate City’ melts into Neapolitan

BY WILLIAM REED
NNPA Columnist

Every since Washington
was carved from two slaveholding states in 1791, it has
been a special place for blacks.
Nowadays, most black Americans know the nation’s capital
by the moniker “Chocolate
City.” In the 1960s, “Chocolate
City” was the center for “Black
Power” in America. D.C. was a
symbol of pride and power for
African Americans advancing
in lifestyles and “power positions.” The country should be
on the alert that Washington is
no longer considered a
“Chocolate City” and other
cities are likely to follow suit.
Back in the day, African
Americans in Washington
were experiencing unprecedented political, social and economic status. In the 1970s,
D.C.’s blacks made their move
from the streets to the suites.
Black professionals moved up
private sector and government
career ladders and became the
policy and decision-makers on

rules and regulations that benefited black people and institutions.
Marion Shepilov Barry Jr.
exemplified a machine boss
who dominated politics for
more than a decade. He
served as the second elected
mayor of the District of Columbia from 1979 to1991, and
again as the fourth mayor from
1995 to 1999. Barry is remembered fondly as a champion of
the young, the aged and the
poor, having plowed hundreds
of millions of tax dollars into
the city. He also fostered the
growth of a black middle class
that have the highest paid municipal jobs in America.
All of that is long gone. The
people that Barry made middle class have moved out of
D.C. to make Prince George’s
County, “America’s wealthiest
majority-black county.” As the
blacks leave D.C., more
whites, Asians and Hispanics
are moving in. The District of
Columbia’s black population is
less than 50 percent now. The
“Black Power Elite” that came
to be in the 60s’ and 70s’ are
eroding in power and prestige.
Back in our day, Dr. Calvin
Rolark was an influential community leader as publisher of
The Washington Informer
newspaper and head of United
Black Fund. Today, Rolark’s
daughter, Denise, gets scant attention and few “call backs”
from current D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray.
The awarding of D.C. government advertising contracts

is a case that should be a cause
célèbre for majority-black populations and governments
across America. Public Notices
(such as contract opportunities, foreclosures and unclaimed
property)
are
advertisements that generate
billions annually in America.
The issue and controversy in
D.C. is about a $30,000 contract
to advertise unclaimed property in the city.
Washington Informer Publisher Denise Rolark Barnes
claims that her paper was denied a chance at the contract
by the Office of the Chief Financial Officer because her
paper’s coverage centers on
Washington’s black residents.
Barnes has filed a protest over
the awarding of the contract.
The conflict, a test-case in reverse-discrimination, hinges
on whether The Washington
Informer counts as a “newspaper of general circulation.”
Are blacks headed toward
being invisible in America
again? In recent generations
“Black Power” is on the decline
in D.C. and across America.
D.C. illustrates that government sector contracting is fundamental to the successes of
minority-owned businesses
such as The Washington Informer. As blacks in every locale should, blacks in D.C. are
concerned that the 47-year-old
Informer publication has been
deemed “irrelevant” by the decision-makers who currently
occupy the top realms of D.C.
government.

Now, the real work begins

BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA Columnist

The 2012 Democratic
National Convention was
an exuberant celebration
of President Obama, his
accomplishments, and the
many ways his presidency
has made us better off
than we were four years
ago. Between a stirring
and incandescent speech
by First Lady Michelle
Obama, and an impassioned charge by former
President Bill Clinton, the
delegates were roused
and the pressure was high
for President Obama to
deliver
an
inspiring
charge to the audience.
Truly, he delivered
with a tone that was alternately exuberant, defiant,
humorous, and apologetic. Most importantly,
he spoke of our country as
being at a fork in the road,
with choices to be made.
Forward with Obama,

backward with Romney.
Spirits were certainly high
as thousands of delegates
left the Time Warner
Cable Arena chanting,
“Fired up, ready to go.”
Why are political conventions held, anyway?
Well, these conventions
are use as a tool to bring
delegates, who are local
leaders, into focused campaign activity. The convention is a tool to get the
delegates out to organize
and mobilize people.
On Friday, after the euphoria, the reality of unemployment rates set in.
While the unemployment
rate dropped just a bit,
from 8.3 to 8.1 percent,
the level of job creation
does not meet expectations. With only 96,000
jobs created, the Republicans have hay to make
about the employment situation. On the other hand,
Democrats can clearly say
that
that
President
Obama’s policies are holding the line, and that our
president is doing the best
that he or anyone else can
do.
As much as I was fired
up by President Obama’s
speech, and the ones that
preceded it, I also listened
it through the lens of
Leroy, the brother who
has been unemployed, or
even out of the labor
force, for half a year or
more. Leroy listened, and

Leroy applauded, and
maybe Leroy even agreed
that we are at a fork in the
road. But when Leroy is
asked if he is better off
than he was four years
ago, he is only thinking
about his unemployment.
He is thinking that he is
worse off, and a great
speech won’t make him
feel better.
The Democratic challenge is to meet Leroy
where he lives, to explain
to him that his job
prospects might be even
more restricted under a
Romney-Ryan administration than an Obama one.
The challenge is to move
Leroy past his angst and
indifference to the same
enthusiasm that delegates
felt Thursday night. The
speeches are over and the
work
now
begins.
Speeches won’t bring electoral victory. Only a solid
ground operation and lots
of elbow grease will.
When
President
Obama wins this election,
there will be more euphoria, which is a good thing.
Then, reality must set in,
with advocacy for the
poor, as well as the middle
class, with revisions to the
tax code that eliminate
corporate welfare, and
with a greater commitment to quality education.
From my perspective, too
many people enjoy the euphoria and avoid the work.

A black history perspective

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

As we approach the observance of Dr. Martin
Luther King Day in January and Black History
Month in February, two
thoughts African Americans must keep in mind.
First, Dr. Martin Luther
King’s dream has not been
achieved. Yes it is no doubt
that strides have been
made and we succeeded in
electing the first AfricanAmerican president, something we are all proud of.

However, let’s not forget the day that the president
completed
his
inaugural address, his adversaries
immediately
began a smear campaign
that attempted to defame
and challenge not only his
presidency but his character and his citizenship in
this country. So in this
arena of politics there is
still work to be done.
Second, in regards to
Black History Month we
cannot fall into that limited
understanding of our history. It is true that if one
does not know their complete history they most assuredly will be on a path
sprinkled with half truths
and false knowledge.
Even worst, one can be
set on a path of someone
else’s dreams and desires.
Although there are many
things we can be proud of
since our enslavement in
this country, we must not
forget the rich productive

societies of our ancestors
and most importantly the
resistance movements that
took place during that brutal enslavement period.
We came, but we did
not come willingly and we
fought every step of the
way to include committing
suicide rather than submitting to a life of captivity.
We can also be assured
that the media makers will
once again portray the
mini series “Roots.” This
series is shown at least
twice a year and all during
Black History Month.
It is no question that
the series enlightened
many Americans both
black and white of some of
the atrocities that were inflicted on our ancestors,
but the sociological and
psychological flaws of this
series outweigh any truth
this series represented.
This writer has to question why the blatant repetition of this series?
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whites believing that the
system of slavery was an
event that happened so
long ago that we should
forget the shameful experience and just move on.
Not only should we be
concerned with these notions, we should challenge
them. We should dissect
them and put them in their
true historical context.
To those skeptics who
wish to ignore our glorious
past and not acknowledge
our intrinsic value to the
world, or to those who
wish we just simply forget
and just accept life as it exists today, I say to them:
“You can stretch our spiritual morally to its’ limits by
calling us out of our name
and using adjectives not fit
for any human being. You
can gag us and enslave us.
You can sell us into slavery
and incarcerate us. You
can deny us food and whip
us so as to serve you better
and we still can forgive
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Particularly in light of the
scholarly charges of plagiarism and the presenting of
fiction as non fiction. Is it
because it is the most thorough documentation of
African-American history,
or is there some other underline, subliminal intent?
Could it be an extension of those “Amos n’
Andy”/ “Tarzan” scenarios? The film is basically
about slavery in America.
The problem that many
scholars of African history
have is its limited time
frame. It sends the obscured
message
that
African history started
with the slave trade coupled with sugar-coated
trauma.
This skewed account of
history left at least two disheartening notions: one in
which the slave learned to
be a contented participant
of this barbaric system,
and two in which it resulted in both blacks and
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you, but we find it difficult
to forgive a mindset that
defies God by attempting
to establish our inhumanity.”
So call us non-conformists, but know this, we
are not confused about the
fact that we are extensions
of our grandparents’ grandparents. We are an extension of their spirit, their
desires, and their will.
Our history is our culture, our art forms, our historical value system, and of
paramount importance, are
our genetic inheritance
and not the genetic biochip program we must undoubtedly face in the near
future.
If we don’t take charge
in defining and defending
our complete history, there
will be a day when the only
evidence that the unique
African in America lived
would be on display in the
cold corridors of the Smithsonian museum.
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COMMUNITY
Free “Addictions Conference”
Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Wanda Nailing Stuart
Motivational speaker, program director, educator, volunteer
It is known that first impressions
often have a lasting affect on human
beings. Wanda Nailing Stuart’s first
time coming to Florida was that kind
of experience.
The little girl knew from the moment she stepped off the plane that
she was special. Not only had her
grandparents come to the airport to
pick her up, but there was a band playing for her.
“I was very much impressed. It
was just like what I had seen in the
movies – bands played when important people came to town. That welcome to Florida set the tone for my life
in St. Petersburg,” said Stuart.
No one burst Stuart’s bubble by
telling her that the band was not playing for her. It was many years later
when she actually learned the truth.
“By then,” said Stuart, “I was so full
of confidence that it did not matter.”
Following a major family crisis,
Stuart came to live with her grandparents. She attended Wildwood Elementary School and Sixteenth Street
Junior High School prior to attending
St. Petersburg High School, where
she was a cheerleader and a member
of the Black Culture club.
With the unrest triggered by the
changes in the Pinellas County School
System at that time, her mom took her
to Maryland where she graduated
from Montgomery Blair High School
in Silver Spring, Md.
Twenty years went by before she
received her bachelor’s degree. Although she was accepted and was prepared to go to college shortly after her
high school graduation, finances did
not allow that to happen.
Instead of college, Stuart attended
a vocational center to learn skills for
acquiring a job that would allow her to
enter the workforce immediately. After
completing the courses needed and
passing the civil service examination,
Stuart took a job as a clerk stenographer for the government.
She also worked in a naval research laboratory for seven years, the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board, and
George Washington University, prior
to returning to Florida.
For the past 20 years, Stuart has
worked for a local agency that provides education services to professional groups, agencies, employers,
community groups, schools, colleges,
and universities. Additional services
include evaluating, counseling, monitoring, and tracking specific youth programs.
Meanwhile, Stuart worked and
took classes at the University of Mary

land and Federal City College (now
the University of the District of Columbia). When her grandmother became
ill, she returned to St. Petersburg and
began working and taking classes at
St. Petersburg College.
Then came marriage and children.
Going to college did not stop, but the
pace changed. Strategic planning allowed Stuart to work, take college
classes, take care of her family, and get
involved with church and community
activities.
She was awarded her bachelor’s of
science degree from Springfield College in Springfield, Md. in 2007,
Magna Cum Laude (with highest honors).
Among the community activities
that have claimed Stuart’s time and attention in recent years are the NAACP,
volunteer community service, and various women-oriented programs.
Most recently, Stuart has become
involved in the “Women Talk” Seminars. These seminars are designed to
provide information to help women
maintain good physical and financial
health.
“The intent is for women to create,
develop, support, and achieve through
hope, providence, and faith,” she said.
Interested? Call her at 727-3206049.
Stuart is the mother of three adult
children and eight grandchildren. The
daughter of the late Frederick Douglas Nailing and Mary Caruthers Nailing, she enjoys cooking the kinds of
dishes her grandmother, Mrs. Bonnie
Caruthers, served when she was a
child.
Stuart is a member of the Church
of Christ.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Do you know someone
who wants to be delivered
from a serious dependency
on cigarettes, gambling,
prescription drugs, sex,
shopping, working or other
addictions that negatively
influence them and their
families?
If the answer is yes, you
need to bring them to the
free “Addictions Conference” Saturday, Sept. 22 located at Bethel Community
Baptist Church Outreach
Center 2901 54th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. The conference starts promptly at
noon.
Space is limited, so you
must register to attend at
www.iconacomm.com/HopeAlive.
Call 443-250-9635 for
more information.
Also, listen to Dr. Jordan Saturdays at 8:30-9 a.m.
on WRXB 1590 AM.
Dr. Basha P. Jordan, Jr.
CSCAD -“The Expert” —
on addiction and dependency will give you hope for
your situation.
God has delivered him
from a 30 year addiction
and anointed him to carry
this message of hope to

Dr. Basha P. Jordan, Jr.

those who still suffer.
Participants will be
given an opportunity to
plant a financial seed in
Hope Alive Outreach Ministry in Florida.
Dr. Jordan pastors
Hope Alive Ministry Deliverance Fellowship and
runs the House of Hope, a

men’s recovery house in
Baltimore, Md. Drug
courts, cities, churches,
and other agencies send
people to Jordan for hope
and healing.
Come out and be
blessed, but make sure to
register and bring your
faith with you (Heb. 11:1).

Exciting changes on the horizon
From LETTER, page 1

to keep you happy, and we
welcome your editorial
comments.
Our new compact design allows us to keep our
price to you, our reader –
our loyal family, the same.
It also allows us to keep our
advertising rates the same.
With our new look and the
same affordable prices, we
hope to increase our advertising market share and expand circulation.
We are committed to
working harder each issue,
using professional journalists as writers to help us
achieve our goals.

We want to hear from
you. As you turn the pages
of your newspaper today,
write us a note telling us
what you like and don’t like
about our new format. As
always, this community has
supported The Weekly Challenger – we are your community newspaper – and we
want to continue to serve
you well.
I believe Cleve would be
happy with our decision to
change. He was a smart
businessman far beyond his
years. As Lyn continues
her fathers’ legacy, I trust
she will keep an ear to the

community and make
sound business decisions to
further benefit our family of
readers and advertisers.
Within the next few
months we plan to broaden
our circulation and readership with the addition of a
newly designed website.
Yes, times are changing;
while keeping readers my
age in mind, I know it’s a
smart choice to look to our
children and grandchildren
for future growth and
longevity.
We love our community.
Thank you for supporting
The Weekly Challenger.
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COMMUNITY
Pastor’s
Bulletin

Wimbish and Swain:
Challenging status quo
BY JON WILSON
Freelance Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Two structures that have
received focused attention
during the Twenty-Second
Street South phase of the
African-American Heritage
Project are the Wimbish
building and the Swain dental office and apartments.
Both bear the names of
important figures in St. Petersburg’s civil rights history. Dr. Ralph M. Wimbish
and Dr. Robert J. Swain are
familiar names to older residents, but may not be as
recognizable to a younger
generation.
Swain, a prominent dentist, was noted for challenging the Fifteenth Avenue
South boundary, south of
which African Americans
could not live or work – as
cited by a City Council resolution and city charter
clause.
But in 1954, Swain built
his office 25 feet over the
boundary line. At first, the
city refused to issue building permits, but did so
when Swain threatened to
sue. At 1501 22nd St. S, it
was the city’s first AfricanAmerican dental clinic.
Perhaps Swain’s most
notable civil rights achievement was building the
Swain Apartments in 1956.
Next door to the dental office, they were for AfricanAmerican Major League
Baseball players, who,
under the city’s segregation policy, could not share
the same accommodations
with their white teammates
during St. Petersburg’s
spring training.
That policy of segregation has been cited as one
of the reasons the New
York Yankees, which had
trained in St. Petersburg
for decades, eventually
moved their spring headquarters to Fort Lauderdale.
Swain, his apartments,

By Pastor Martin Rainey

A Message to the church: A
solution to increasing parental
and caring adult engagement
in education
Postcard of St. Petersburg Pier and
Spa Beach in the 1940s.

and the Yankees episode
have been credited with
providing the spark that led
to desegregating all of
baseball’s spring training
sites.
Both Swain buildings
were designated local landmarks in 1997.
Wimbish also challenged the Fifteenth Avenue South “red line” when
he built a swimming pool in
his front yard on the avenue. He did so because
the city made him build as
far back as possible on the
lot, so as to avoid crowding
the boundary.
Meanwhile, Wimbish
built three stores and two
apartments at 1421 22nd St.
S. in 1957. The building
also is significant because it
contained Doctor’s Pharmacy, operated by Charlotte McCoy, one of the first
female pharmacists in St.
Petersburg.
Wimbish also was involved in several other civil
rights campaigns, including the integration of St. Petersburg lunch counters
during the early 1960s. He
is credited with being the
first to integrate a Howard
Johnson’s counter on U.S.
Highway 19, and he made a
point of eating at Maas
Brothers in downtown St.
Petersburg.
The highest profile
campaign involving Wimbish was, without question,

the suit to open the downtown Spa Beach and pool to
African Americans. Wimbish was one of six AfricanAmerican plaintiffs in the
1955 suit.
The United States
Supreme Court ruled in
their favor, but it took the
city several years to yield to
law of the land. The
bathing facilities were
closed several times to
avoid integrating.
Wimbish said at the
time the closing was “a
rather drastic response to
the situation. I hope it is
only temporary. . . . The
city has had more than a
year since the Spa suit was
decided in which to provide
. . . a decent bathing beach.
None has been forthcoming. In fact, since I was a
child here, I have heard
nothing but procrastination
on this subject from City
Hall. If they had given us a
decent beach, no incident
would have occurred to
force the closing of the
Spa.”
This is another in a series of columns about historic people, places and
events relevant to the city’s
continuing African American Heritage Project. For information about the African
American Heritage Project,
call Kimberly Hinder at
(727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

To My Dear Brothers and My Dears
Sisters of the Gospel:
Jesus’ Ministry included ministering
to the poor and needy, healing the sick and
giving sight to the blind people in His community (Mt 15:29 - 39). He preached and
He taught, and they followed Him (Mt
14:28-15:2).
In today’s society, Jesus wants the
Church to continue His ministry of meeting the physical needs and teaching and
preaching.
There is a serious problem that affects
our community and I believe that it is the
Church’s responsibility to take the leadership dealing with the solution. Below are
statistics that need your immediate attention.
In recent statistics from the State Department of Education, the following elementary schools have students who are
entering the fourth grade NOT reading at
the third grade level: Melrose - 84%;
Campbell Park - 73%; Fairmount Park
- 82%; Gulfport - 61%; Woodlawn - 78%;
Maximo - 72%; Lakewood - 77%; James
Sanderlin - 50%; 74th Street - 50%; Mt.
Vernon - 49%, and Bear Creek - 57%.
As followers of Christ, we (the church)
are to assist parents and schools in breaking this cycle of chronic and systemic failure. We will need to: Pray, Act, Cooperate
with fellow Christians (fellowship) and
Collaborate with existing social service
agencies that serve the community
(PACC).
Research indicates that government
officials prepare prison beds based on the
number of children NOT READING on a
third grade level at the time they reach the
fourth grade.
This result in too many children entering the justice system, and most will be
branded for life!
This systemic failing of our children is
spiritually immoral and unjust (Proverbs
31:8-9), and Jesus Christ said, “Do not neglect justice, mercy and faith” (Matthew
23:23).
The benefits of increasing parental,
community and church engagement are:
improved school readiness, higher student achievement, better social skills and
behavior and increased likelihood of high
school graduation. Also, cost effectiveness
with the engaged families are an estimated

saving of $1,000 per student.
When Jesus compassionately ministered to the physical needs of the people,
they came to listen to him. Later when
they heard the gospel that was preached,
many were saved and became His disciples (Acts 2:27).
Pastors, the Lord has established
three church ministries in the community:
FAST, Seven x7, and Rise Up, St. Pete!
Each organization carries out a component in the gospel ministry of Jesus
Christ, and is pleasing to Him and honors
Him!
I recommend that you, collectively,
take the lead to correct the social issues
that plague our community.
You are urged to empirically investigate each of these organizations and
prayerfully be lead by the Holy Spirit to actively participant in one or more of the
ministries.
This Sunday, Sept 16, is a great way to
acquaint yourself with the Seven x7. The
Consecration Service will be held at Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist Church located
955 20th St. S. It will begin promptly at 6
p.m.
Your comments are appreciated and
prayers requested.
Scripture References:
Justice: Defend and speak for the
poor and oppressed — Ps 82:3-4; Prov.
31:8-9; Isa 1:17; Isa 58: 5-7
Justice and mercy not be neglected – Mt 23:23; Luke 4:18; Mt. 25:40
Healing, preaching and teaching –
Mt 4:23 & 5:2
Pastor Rainey is the President of the Parent Support For Education Council, inc.,
Chairman JWB South County Community
Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor
for Faith Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr.
Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality
House located at 3647 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side Tabernacle
Baptist Church.
The community is welcome, and your
input and critique is appreciated.
SEVEN X7 - City Wide, Sunday, Sept
16, 6 p.m.
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The Deuces Live: Where past meets future
BY TERRI P. MURPH
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
If The Deuces Live has
anything to do with it, the
22nd Street South corridor
will flourish once again.
The Deuces Live, Inc.
is a group of residents,
business people and community movers and shakers who care deeply about
revitalizing 22nd Street to
the successful business
emporium it was years
ago.
The Deuces Live is a
member of the Florida and
National Main Street Programs, and works with
them to further their concepts and objectives.
22nd Street was the
place to see and be seen.
Irene Pridgen, daughter of
Cleveland Johnson Sr., St.
Petersburg’s first black realtor, is passionate about
the Main Street project.
“Back in the day, 22nd
Street was the place to be.
It was bustling with
nightlife, restaurants, a
soda fountain and other
thriving businesses owned
and operated by people of
color,” she reminisced.
After integration, business started being conducted outside the 22nd
Street corridor. The highway came through and the
only businesses that survived were the bars and
lounges.
Soon it gained a reputation for being the street
that you didn’t want to be
on. Crime was prevalent
and many community
members avoided the area
altogether.
Today, however, things
are on the upswing. With
The Deuces Live in place,
22nd Street is being rebuilt
as a vital place to live,
learn, own a business, dine
and work.
For instance, Pinellas
County Job Corps opened
its doors on the Deuces
two years ago and has just
graduated its second class.
The Royal Theater,
where icons such as Duke
Ellington, Sarah Vaughn
and James Brown once
graced the stage now
houses the Royal Theater
Boys & Girls Clubs Arts
Academy. This state-ofthe-art performing and cultural arts center is a
beacon for the underserved and disadvantaged
youth.
The Carter G. Woodson Museum, which sits
directly behind 22nd
Street, has managed a continuum of new art being
displayed from artists

P l e a s e

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

L-R, Gloria Campbell and Erik Smith

NOW! Attention ALL Gibbs High School Alumni!
The Gladiators of Gibbs will be hosting a
homecoming parade Sept. 28. The parade will be
located at 850 34th St. S., St. Petersburg. If you
are interested in having your own float at the
parade, please contact Ms. Cummings at
Cummingscas@pcsb.org or call 727-893-5452,
ext. 2073. The deadline for float applications is
Sept. 21.
Saturday, Sept. 15 – The H. W. Blake Class of
1961 70th Birthday Celebration Meeting. The
next meeting of the Howard W. Blake High
School Class of 1961 Alumni Club will be held at
1 p.m., and ALL class members are encouraged
to attend. The meeting will take place at Dee’s
Serving Spoon Cafe, 3255 W. Cypress St.,
Tampa. For more information, please call 813872-5600.
Wednesday, Sept. 19 — Community Law
Program, Inc. (CLP), a local non-profit legal
services organization will host a free outreach
forum to educate the public about tenants’ rights
and responsibilities. This event will take place at
the Enoch Davis Recreation Center, 111 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg at 5 p.m.

L-R, Henry Lawrence, Irene Pridgen, Andrew Hayes and Wanda Stuart

throughout the United
States. It also boasts success with private parties,
campaign kickoffs, community and social events.
The Manhattan Casino,
like The Royal Theater,
featured acts larger than
life such as Louis Armstrong and B.B. King, will
now house the world-famous Sylvia’s Restaurant
early next year.
The Johnnie Ruth
Clark Health Center and
the addition of St. Petersburg College Midtown
campus along the corridor
have been right in line with
the goals of The Deuces
Live.
With each addition
along the corridor, new
jobs become available allowing people to reenter
the work force.
At the last Deuces Live,
Inc. meeting held Aug. 28,
CEO of Farias Marketing
Group, Mario Farias,
stopped by to share all of
the excited business opportunities coming to the
22nd Street corridor.
“We’ve been working
for the last two years on
parading companies in and

s u p p o r t

Mario Farias

out of St. Petersburg, and
trying to sell them on the
opportunities of south St.
Petersburg,” Farias said.
Farias explained that
his company has been
working with a German
solar manufacture to bring
a solar plant to St. Petersburg; a Brazilian company
who is also eyeing the area
to bring a plant, and a company that would bring a recycling plant to turn waste
into fuel.
Farias also explained
that one of his clients,
Pipo’s Cuban Café, has
agreed to lease over 5,000
square feet on The Deuces
for their corporate offices.

O u r

The facility will house their
executive kitchen, training
and catering facilities and
retail space.
In that same meeting,
Eric Smith presented a
$7,500 check to the committee from Valpak. Smith
is a new member of the
Valpak team, but secured
corporate funding to further the sustainability of
The Deuces.
Soon the 22nd Street
corridor will be buzzing
with activity as it did sixty
years ago, and The Weekly
Challenger plans to keep
its readers updated to any
and all progress being
made.

a D v e r t I s e r s

HAVE YOU BEEN SERVED
FORECLOSURE PAPERS ON YOUR HOME?

Do you have 22 days to
respond to the court?
Is your home going for auction
and don't know what to do?
Give us a call! You have options!
727-498-0681 ACT FAST!!
CALL US - WE CARE!
Stay In
Your Home! Get a FREE 30 Min. Consultation!

STOP
FORECLOSURE

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

The following jobs are currently available:
• Law Enforcement Officer (2 positions)
For information regarding the above job, please go to
Visit http://employment.usf.edu or the USFSP Human
Resources Office for details.
usFsP is an eO/equal access Institution.
Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

Saturday, Sept. 22 — Join your neighbors for a
combined Neighborhood Team Meeting for
Coquina Key, Pinellas Point, and Lakewood
Estates communities. The focus is to organize
our communities for the upcoming 2012 election.
Local organizers will be available to help plan
and answer questions. The meeting will take
place at the James Weldon Johnson Library,
1059 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Starts
promptly at 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 25 — Meet & Greet-Taste of the
Point — Sample the local flavor of our finest
eateries on “The Point” while you mix and mingle
with Mayor Foster, City Council, Codes, SPPD
Community Officers, Supervisor of Elections and
your neighbors! Greater Pinellas Point Civic
Association General Membership Meeting’s are
held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
The meetings are located at Blessed Trinity
Church Fellowship Hall, 1600 54th Ave S.
Saturday, Sept. 29 — The 5th Annual Tangerine
Blues Fest on the Tangerine Greenway off 49th
Street (49th St. S. and Tangerine Ave. S.) This
FREE event will feature a powerful line-up of
great blues bands. Bring a chair or dance it out
blues style, purchase food and the coolest of
items from a huge assortment of vendors. Beer
and wine for sale. A portion of the proceeds from
the 5th Annual Tangerine Blues Fest benefits All
Children’s Hospital.

Please
support Our
advertisers
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South St. Pete gathered to support Obama

Never forget September 11

See OBAMA, from page 1

See 9/11, from page 1

(just ask her two cats
Barack and Obama) knows
all too well the game of politics, but feels the next four
years will be better than the
last. That is if the president
is reelected, and she is confident more progress will
be made the second time
around.
“I think that he’s going
to be able to pull together
possibly some other support that is going to move
and force Congress to deal
with the issues that are at
hand,” she said, but wondered what will happen to
America if Republican candidate Mitt Romney be
comes president.

what that party wants to do
is get in our lives, in our
bedrooms, in our business,
and in our bodies. That
can’t be.”
And it is this very reason that 62-years-old Faye
Hines takes it upon herself
to peruse the local little
league fields in search of
residents that she can register to vote.
“That’s where a lot of
the African Americans
hang out,” Hines pointed
out. “I’ve been voting ever
since I was able to vote, and
it is critical that we vote for
Barack Obama.”
But not all in attendance
were singing the praises of

that emulated throughout
the gathering however was
hope. Hope that President
Obama would be reelected.
Hope that a second term
will bring financial relief to
struggling Americans, and
most of all hope that his opponent will not gain access
to the White House or the
American people.
“We need to keep
Barack Obama in for another four years,” Hines
simply stated, “to turn this
country around to a good
starting point.”
OFA is a grassroots organization that is a project
of the Democratic National
Committee. It was first in

Shirley Pringle

Faye Hines

James Todd

student Latonya Conyers
asked for the audience to
pause for a moment of silence in remembrance of
those who were lost at
8:46 a.m. and 9:03 a.m.
Student James Young
told his story of sitting in
his fifth-grade classroom
in Atlanta, and being
taken out of school early
by his mother because
she hadn’t heard from her
firefighter brother.
“My uncle Lawrence
was a firefighter in New
York, and he died sacrificing himself to save people
like us,” Young said.
According to The Associated Press, cere
monies commemorating
Sept. 11 were less elabo

Denise Fedorenchik

rate, and some cities canceled their remembrances
altogether.
As the years pass and
time takes us further from
the tragedy, it is possible

to forget? Can you rattle
off the date that the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor;
the day that was supposed
“live in infamy.”

Students bowed their heads as Vernisha Gray said a prayer.

Supporters of Obama had a great time.

A worrisome theme
that was all too apparent
throughout the gathering.
Local registered nurse
James Michael Todd fears
for what will become of
“Obamacare” and frets over
women’s rights, which he
feels are in jeopardy if Romney gets in office.
“Oh, I fear for women.
I fear for healthcare, education,
social
security,
Medicare and Medicaid.
They set the standards for
healthcare in this country
and most people don’t understand that,” Todd explained. “You cannot let
free enterprise and business run amuck.”
He’s
referring,
of
course, to Romney’s promise to repeal most of the
president’s progress in the
last four years and take government out of the equation for most Americans.
Todd however, hopes
people will discover the
fault in Romney’s thinking
and see Romney’s proposed policies for what they
are.
“The whole opposition’s
stance is for government to
stay out of our lives,” Todd
said, but “that’s exactly

Latonya Conyers

Crystal Macario

Giving back
Cheers erupted when Obama took the stage.

the president and most realized
that
although
progress has begun it still
has a ways to go to bail
Americans out of their current state of debt.
Shirley Pringle is just
such a person who doesn’t
believe Americans are better off than they were four
years ago and wants to
know what the President’s
plans are for the future of
social security. While others in attendance at the
party hope Obama remains
behind the teachers, firefighters, and policemen
that serve our country.
One common theme

See ANGELS, from page 1

troduced to the public during President Obama’s
campaign for office back in
2008, and by Mid-March of
2009, the OFA was officially
in business.
Spread throughout the
50 states, OFA is an organization where community
members across the country can come together to
support the President and
his agenda. Its local office
is located at 951 Central Ave.
Voter
Registration
Deadline: Oct. 9
Early Voting: Oct. 27 –
Nov. 3
Request a mail ballot:
(727) 464-VOTE
9/11 Angels served blackened chicken sausage spaghetti casserole.

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to

James E. Flynn Jr.

theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

Luther King Jr., St. S.
Since that time, a group of
six women, appropriately
called the “9/11 Angels,”
serve five fire stations
around St. Petersburg.
When McCloud purchased cookies and delivered them that first day to
Fire Station #8, the workers were so grateful that
they invited her in to eat
lunch with them.
“I
provided
the
dessert for their lunch
and a close relationship

was started,” related McCloud.
Other members of the
9/11 Angels include
Sherry Everett, Peggy
Wells, Gene Hammond,
Gladys Gist and Lucy Parris. They each selected a
station to serve and have
expanded the menu to include lunch and dessert.
All paid for out of their
pockets.
“The sister Yolanda is
a giver, and I thank and
love her for that,” Sherry

Everett said as she tried
to resists the tears from
flowing down her cheeks.
“She exhibits an overwhelming spirit of love.
Just look at her simple
idea that has expanded to
include so many others.”
The 9/11 Angels are
considering turning the
project into a charitable
organization because of
its increased demand and
popularity.
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Chief W. O. George Watson US Army, Retired
BY EMMA C. CAVIN
Staff Writer

Chief Warrant Officer
George Watson is the only
son born to Lee and Alice
Watson in Quincy, Fla., a
small town in north Florida
near the Georgia-Florida line.
The family did not remain in
Quincy, however, they moved
to Green Cove Springs, near
Jacksonville, and lived there a
short time before moving to
St. Petersburg in 1946.
Young Watson attended
Jordan Elementary School for
the early grades and Gibbs
Junior-Senior High School for
grades seven through twelve.
At Gibbs, Watson played the
alto saxophone in both the
marching and concert bands.
He graduated in 1955 as a
member of the last class to
graduate from the original sixyear school. A new program
of separate junior and senior
high schools began when
16th Street Junior High was
built for students in grades 79, and Gibbs students were in
grades 10-12.
Following graduation,
Watson went to work for the
City of St. Petersburg Water
Department. He was there
for four years before answering the call of the military. In
1959, George Watson was
drafted into the army and reported to Fort Jackson, S.C.
for basic training.
Trained in field communications, Watson was assigned
to Fort McClellan, Ala. Since
he was a two year draftee, he
could have returned home in
1961. Instead, Watson re-enlisted and reported to Fort
Bliss in Texas.
After further training,
Watson was deployed to
Hanau, Germany in an artillery unit. His next training
sessions were in Fort Sill,
Okla. and Fort Eustis, Va. for
helicopter training courses.
He was then deployed to Vietnam as a helicopter repairman with the First Calvary
Division in South Vietnam.
Each return to the United

States was for more training
sessions. The next training
was at Fort Eustis, Va. and
Fort Gordon, Ga. for signal
training and to attend the
Non-Commissioned Officer
Academy.
Following this training,
Watson was sent to Korea for
a year, and then it was back to
Fort Hood for Pershing Missile Repairman School and a
re-assignment to Germany.
In August of 1976, he
earned the rank of sergeant
first class. Two months later,
he was appointed warrant officer and instructor in the Pershing Missile Unit. He was
responsible for the maintenance, repair, and personnel
training of the Pershing Missile System.
In 1977, Watson returned
to Fort Sill, Okla. He retired
in 1979 with the following
commendations and awards:
National Defense Service
Medal, Vietnam Service
Medal with three Service
Stars, Republic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal, Bronze
Star Medal, and Army Commendation Medal with First
Oak Leaf Cluster. In addition,
Watson received two Overseas Service Bars, the Good
conduct Medal Fifth Award,

Strengthen your community
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program helps thousands of Pinellas County residents
keep more of their hard-earned
money every year and it’s a great way
for you to help improve your community by helping neighbors maximize
their income.
VITA sites prepare and electronically file tax returns for low to moderate income taxpayers. Generally,
households earning $52,000 or less
are the primary clients for VITA.
You do not have to be an accountant to volunteer at a VITA site. The
VITA program is seeking volunteers
to serve as greeter/screeners, interpreters and tax preparers. The
greeter/screener is the first person a
client sees at the VITA site and they
help the client make sure that they
have all of the documents with them
that they need.
Cassandra Valley volunteered as
the greeter/screener at the Martin
Luther King Jr. Neighborhood Family
Center in Clearwater last year for the
first time and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.
“You never get a second chance at
a first impression and that’s what we
try to do. We try to be warm, give
them a smile and make sure they
know they are important to us,” said
Valley. “Even when someone comes
in and they don’t have all of the paperwork they need to file their taxes I
make sure they know the hours we’re
open so they can come back.”

Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm,
Sharpshooter, Expert (Rifle
M-1), and Driver and Mechanic Badge.
Watson went to college for
a year after his separation
from the army, and went into
a civil service position with
Missile Command and returned to Europe. He retired
from that position in 1993.
Not long thereafter, he
and his wife, Novella, returned from Oklahoma with
the intent of enjoying retirement in sunny St. Petersburg.
Watson changed his plans
once the family was settled
and became the manager of
the Turning Point Bar on
Fairfield Avenue and 28th
Street South.
He ran that establishment
for five years. A member of
the VFW organization, he and
his friends enjoy golfing, fishing, and shooting pool. He
also enjoys listening to jazz
and watching sports on television.
Watson is the father of two
sons and five daughters. He
has 15 grandchildren, 16
great-grandchildren, two fish,
a dog named Trouble, and a
cat named Cleo.

After a VITA client meets with the
greeter/screener, the volunteer tax
preparer takes over. Liz Coerver has
volunteered as a preparer at the
Enoch Davis Center for about six
years and served as a VITA volunteer
in St. Louis prior to that.
Like a lot of VITA volunteers, she
didn’t have a background in taxes, but
wanted to learn and has gotten more
proficient with every tax season.
“I’ve done some other volunteer
work and what I like about VITA is
that you really get to see the people
that you’re helping,” Coerver said.
The IRS offers free online lessons
to help volunteers prepare for an online certification test that qualifies
someone to be a VITA volunteer tax
preparer. In conjunction with the IRS,
the Wealth Building Coalition has
scheduled a free four-part series of tax
law classes beginning October 22, and
a training session for greeter/screeners is scheduled for January 9, 2013.
Last year, nearly 100 people volunteered at 13 VITA sites in Pinellas
County and helped almost 3,000 of
their neighbors file their federal income tax. That brought almost $5
million back to Pinellas County residents. With your help, the VITA program can bring even more money
back to the community.
To learn more about volunteer opportunities with the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) program, call
Dawna Sarmiento at (727)547-5695 or
visit www.jwbpinellas.org/vita-volunteer.

The never ending story
ST. PETERSBURG —
Born May 29, 1947, at
Mercy Hospital in St. Petersburg,
Catherine
Crumbs was a sickly infant; in fact, doctors told
her mother to take her
home, and if she lived she
would be healthy.
As a young child,
Crumbs missed several
days from school because
of migraine headaches
and a severe case of
asthma, so a registered
nurse by the name of
Alma Kicklighter was assigned to her by 16th
Street Middle School.
Kicklighter
would
come by to visit her whenever she was absent from
school for days at a time.
Her kind and loving personality inspired Crumbs
to become a nurse.
“I can still remember
her smile as she stood at
the door of my Royal
Court apartment,” she
said.
At age 13, she signed
up for a class at Gibbs
High School sponsored by
the American Red Cross.
Soon she would become a
candy striper and a
nurse’s aide not knowing
that this would be the beginning of a lifelong career.
At the end of her
school day, Crumbs would
go to Mercy Hospital and
feed patients and pass ice
water. This left her wanting more, but her nursing
scope was limited. Believing that a licensure would
bring her more opportunity, she enrolled in Mirror Lake Adult School
practical nursing program
in 1971.
Upon graduating in
1972, she began working
part-time at Bayfront Medical Center, and then the
Pinellas County Health
Department.
In 1976, with her nursing scope of practice still
limited, Crumbs applied
and was accepted in to St.
Petersburg Junior College’s Associate Degree
Nursing (ADN) program.
Although she was still
a nursing student in 1977,
she began to tutor other
nursing students at the
Pinellas County Urban
League under the supervision of registered nurse
Betty Scott.
In 1978, she graduated
with an ADN, and became
a registered nurse (RN)
in1979. Her first RN job
that same year was at Bay
Pines Veterans Affairs
Medical Center as a
charge nurse.
Still seeking to climb in
her field, Crumbs entered
the University of South
Florida’s Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing program
(BSN).
Working the night shift
at Bay Pines and going to
school during the day was
hard work, but in 1986,
she received her BSN.
She continued on at USF
to pursue her Masters of
Science in Nursing Degree (MSN) taking one
course at a time.
In 1990, she received
her MSN, became an Advanced Registered Nurse
Practitioner (ARNP), and
received her Clinical
Nurse Specialist certifications.
“No one ever said that
earning a master’s degree
in nursing would be easy,
but it doesn’t have to be an
impossible dream either,”
said Crumbs.
After working at Bay

Catherine Crumbs

L. Lewis

A. Scott

L. Cuthbertson

B. Holte

L. Taylor

J. Hawkins-Johnson

S. Law

L. Williams

Pines for almost 12 years,
she became a member of
the nursing faculty at St.
Petersburg Junior College
in 1990. She accepted the
job not realizing the impact that she would have
on her community, and in
1993 she received the
President’s Volunteer Action Award signed by
President Bill Clinton.
In July of 2002, she received the 25 years of
service pin from the Pinellas County Urban League,
and this year she received
the National Institute for
Staff and Organizational

Development, where she
was recognized in the
state of Texas.
Crumbs will retire
from St. Petersburg College of Nursing next May,
but this is not an end to
her story. Despite the
small about of minority
nursing educators in
Pinellas County, her kindness and compassion will
live on in the coming generations of nurses.
These nurses will continue to empower and mentor students just as Crumbs
did for some many, and just
as it was done for her.
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From the barbershop to the pulpit!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Every day starts about the
same. The sun cracking
through the panes in the
glass reminds Sam Holcombe that anxious heads
awaits his arrival. Fades,
blends and simple edges
make each day the same.
The impact of conversations brings about daily
change. There’s a message
daily for someone in need.
Such is the life for one barber- Sam Holcombe.
“I never know what the
day will have for me,”
stated Holcombe, a barber
at Neighborhood Barbers
and a 44 year veteran of the
business.
One of those days a few
years back, a gentleman sat
down in the barber chair
and began to cry. The compassion in Holcombe and
curiosity of the unassuming behavior led him to inquire.
“I didn’t know his name
at that time,” said Holcombe. “He just began to
cry. He told me that he
feared his wife was leaving
him. He said he had level
three diabetes. Curtis, the
other gentleman in the
shop at that time, told the
man that I would pray for
him.”
Switching from Holcombe, the everyday barber to Holcombe the called
man of God, he prayed for
healing and understanding
for the man’s wife. He told
the unnamed customer to
let his wife know that he
had spoken with a man of
God.
For eight months, there
was no word on the outcome of his missionary day
at the barbershop. And
then it happened! The gentleman reappeared.
“I did what you said to
do,” stated the former customer with excitement.
“And you saved my marriage.”
These experiences are
what Holcombe tributes to

Sam Holcombe

him continuing the daily
grind to cut fades blends
and simple edges. And yet,
there’s another call on his
life.
Holcombe’s introduction to the barber profession came as a result of his
job relocating.
“The company that I
was working for moved
their operation to Panama,”
explained Holcombe. “I
didn’t feel like God wanted
me to leave the country.
His former Pastor,
Joseph Anderson, told him
about a school and took
him to Tampa to be registered. Holcombe finished
his schooling and received
his license. Then one day
the phone rang.
Holcombe was being offered a lucrative position at
Martin Marietta. The offer
was too good to pass up, so
he did both. He worked at
Martin Marietta in the day
and continued cutting hair
at night.
The passion to make
customers feel good on the
inside and look good on the
outside was too great. It’s
what God would want him
to do.
Holcombe has grown
accustomed to answering

calls and encouraging others. Some years ago, Louis
Murphy, Sr., then a district
executive with Boy Scouts
of America and now senior
pastor of Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist Church, was
charged with growing the
Urban Scouting program in
Pinellas County.
It had been years since
there was a strong scouting
program. Where would he
start? Who could he call to
assist? Among others, he
called Holcombe.
“One day Gershon
Faulkner and Louis came
by,” stated Holcombe. “He
wasn’t the pastor yet, but
there was such sincerity
about what he was doing. I
believed in Scouting (an
Eagle Scout himself) and I
believed him to be a good
man.”
“Holcombe was one
who was just willing to help
out wherever he could,”
said Murphy. “He seemed
to know everybody. He
said let’s do it.”
Holcombe would serve
as the charter organization
representative for three
units at Pentecostal Temple
Church of God in Christ, a
member of the district’s
ScoutReach Committee,
district unit commissioner
and a member of the district committee. He continued his call to serve.
When asked about one
his proudest moments, he
stated “being an inspiration
to Murphy before he became the pastor.”
“Sam was a great encourager for me,” said
Murphy. “Everyone needs
to have people around
them to just encourage. I’m
grateful for how God used
him.”
What’s the next call for
the ministering barber?
With each call, the days become different. Sam Holcombe awaits its arrival.
Hours as a barber will fade.
The impact of conversations about the “Son” will
blend with the passion to
answer a call. Such is the
life for one barber.

www.T he w eekly C hallenger n ewspaper . Com

Happy Birthday
Brittany Queen Smith

We love you, and God bless!
From Jamiro, Chiquita & Family

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BCU comes from
behind again

BCU pummels SCSU
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ORANGEBURG, S. C.
— The Bethune-Cookman University Wildcats
cannot seem to get off to
a great start. But one
thing is for sure, the opposition knows the Wildcats
have the uncanny ability
to come back from a
deficit.
The contest was billed
as the “Cats and Dogs
Fight” according to Wildcats coach Brian Jenkins.
Over the last two weeks
the Wildcats have scored
38, 27 unanswered points
to win their first two
games.
It was no different
against the Bulldogs.
South Carolina State University came out and
scored on their first possession to go up 7-0 early.
Later the Wildcat fumbled on their first drive,

and SCSU took advantage
of their miscue and later
scored on a short field to
elevate their early lead to
14-0.
The Wildcats came to
life in the second quarter
when Tyrone Bouie recovered a fumble in the
end zone to cut the lead to
14-7.
Isidore Jackson
punched it in from 4
yards out to tie it up at 1414 apiece.
Sven
Hurd
later
kicked a field goal to put
the Wildcats up for good
17-14 to take the lead to
the locker room. The
Wildcats would put 10
more points on the board
to seal the win for BCU.
“It was another great
come from behind win
but we still have some
things that we need to
work on,” said Jenkins.
Next up for BCU are
the Hurricanes. “Let’s go
Wildcats!”

Nations top prospect out for the season
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The nation’s top football
prospect is out for the football season. St. Pete
Catholic’s Ryan Green tore
his labrum, but is expected
to have a full and speedy recovery.
Torn labrums are usually injuries that occur with
baseball players. Apparently he aggravated it making a tackle during an
intrasquad scrimmage and
continued to play on it.
Fortunately his injury

happened earlier in the season rather than later because
after
his
rehabilitation period, which
should take about three
months, he will be ready
for the basketball and track
seasons.
Green is a very good
basketball player and one
of the best track athletes in
the area. Three months
should give him enough
time to recuperate and dazzle us on the court as well
as be ready for The Under
Armour
All-American
Game, which is held here

in our own backyard.
Being very shrewd, the
Green family did not drag
the recruiting process out
any further than they had
to. His verbal commitment
to FSU serves to his advantage with this injury. Some
school shy away from players after certain injuries.
In Green’s case, FSU
has already contacted him
and will be keeping a
watchful eye as their prize
recruit gets the rehab
process underway.
Even though Green
sustained an injury, it

should not hamper him
anytime after November. If
you know Ryan Green, he
will come back with a
vengeance better than ever.

occasions.
Once upon a time in St.
Pete there were basically
two choices that kids had,
either St. Pete or Lakewood. Now they have a
wide array of teams to
choose from. If you start
from the Spartans complex, there are approximately
seven
other
organizations in such a
small radius.
Entering into the Suncoast Youth Football Conference (SYFC) may have
helped to bring them back
to prominence. SYFC, the
original Pinellas Youth
Football Conference, was
where they once dominated on ever y level dur-

ing the 1990s.
Getting into the SYFC
was the best thing that
could have happened to
the Lil Devils, because the
opposing teams are bringing a large following. For
instance, last weekend
against the Spartans, they
played to standing room
only.
The Lil Devils have
made it back under the
same leadership, and
changing leagues appear
to be beneficial for them as
an organization. This longstanding organization has
a rich histor y and legacy
that was built with the help
of Cecil Odom in the early
1990s.

Ryan Green

The Lil Devils are back
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Last year this time the Lil
Devils football organization were sitting back plotting and planning on how
to get themselves back
into the fold of playing
football. Mass defections
crippled the longstanding
organization.
Now they have found a
way to get themselves
back in a grand fashion.
The leadership has been
completely revamped and
some kids have come back
from other organizations
to put the Lil Devils back
on the map.

Growing up, my first
football experience was
with the Lil Devils back in
1972. The organization
was ver y competitive, but
it was extremely difficult
to beat powerhouses such
as Clearwater, Largo Packers and Lakewood.
As the years progressed they started to get
better coaches. In 1980,
the Lil Devil Pee Wee’s
won the first championship
for them under coach
Phillip Haywood, Sr.
Later Cecil Odom, the
current president of the
Lil Devils, put together an
impressive run to retire
the trophy in the Mighty
Mite division on several

Week 3 high school
football schedule
Boca Ciega @ Northeast
Largo @ Countryside
Pinellas Park @ Dixie
Dunedin @ Blake
East Lake @ Tarpon Springs
Spoto @ Gibbs
Osceola @ St. Pete
Palm Harbor @ Seminole
Hudson @ CCC
:::: ----- ::::: ----- :::::
The Weekly Challenger’s
Top Ten
High School
Football Teams
Countryside (2-0)
Largo (2-0)
Lakewood (2-0)
East Lake (1-1)
Tarpon Springs (2-0)
Admiral Farragut (2-0)
CCC (1-1)
St. Pete Catholic (2-0)
Gibbs (1-1)
St. Pete (1-1)

FAMU coach helps get players’ voter registration
TALLAHASSEE (AP)
— Florida A&M coach Joe
Taylor believes there are
things that are more important than football. Voting is
one of them.
And he’s ensuring his
players at the historical
black university are prepared to participate in the
political process.
“I’ve always looked at
coaching as a ministry,’’
said Taylor, who grew up in
Washington D.C, during
the height of the civil rights
movement. “It’s an opportunity to enhance and even in
a lot of cases, save lives.’’
Taylor took part of a
practice day to work with
members of the Rattler
football team to ensure
they are registered to vote.
Florida is among several
states where newly passed
laws appear to have toughened identification requirements for voters like
college students.
“The good Lord didn’t
put them here just to be
uniform racks,’’ he said.
“You just want to make
things available.’’
And there are parallels
with sport and life.
“Life is about options,’’
the veteran coach said. “Put
someone in a position to
have options.’’
“As young black men,
it’s very important that we
get out and vote,’’ said senior linebacker Brandon
Hepburn from Pomona,
N.Y. “We want our voices to
be heard.’’
Hepburn was among

Florida A&M Coach Joe Taylor

the third of the Rattler
squad previously registered. Now every player on
the Rattler squad old
enough to cast a ballot is
registered.
Teammate
Eddie
Rocker, a senior running
back from Ocala, plans to
vote for the first time in November. On Election Day,
he’ll be among the team’s
senior leaders who help
shepherd teammates to the
polls.
“I’ll take the defense as
an entire unit,’’ Hepburn
said. “I’ll make sure my
brothers will vote.’’
It is unclear how many
other schools are doing
anything similar to FAMU.
NCAA
spokeswoman
Stacey Osburn said the
NCAA
doesn’t
have
records on which institu

tions help student-athletes
register to vote.
Florida State, located
less than a mile from the
FAMU campus, isn’t proactive in encouraging or emphasizing voting among its
student
athletes,
spokesman Rob Wilson
said.
According to figures
from compiled from 2008
by the Fair Elections Legal
Network, 87 percent of college students between ages
18 and 24 that were registered actually voted.
With both political conventions nearly over and
Election Day less than two
months away, at least one
other of FAMU’s Mid-East
Athletic Conference rivals
is also registering its athletes to vote.
Morgan State coach

Donald Hill-Eley, who previously played for and later
coached with Taylor, is
doing something very similar with his players on
Sept. 13.
“They can be Republican or Democrat, but they
need to take advantage of
the opportunity and not just
sit back and complain
about what’s happening in
the world,’’ Hill-Eley said. “I
don’t try to influence them,
but don’t sit back and talk
about the world, find your
part in it.’’
Like FAMU, only a
small majority of the player
at Morgan State _ located
in Baltimore _ were previously registered to vote.
That’s changed.
“We’ll be represented,’’
Hill-Eley promised.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports?
Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an open
invitation to join us not only
in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Sept. 17 – 22nd - Seven
x 7 Tent Rival 6 p.m.
nightly. Mt Zion will worship at the corner of 19th St
and 18th Ave S. Volunteers
needed in all areas.
Sept. 19 – Join us for our
midday Bible Study at
noon, and our evening
Bible Study at 7 p.m. Both
classes are held in the main
sanctuary.
Sept. 24 – Save the
Date! Our One-80 Teen
Ministry will host “College
Prep 101” Parents and
Teens if college is in your
future please plan to attend
this initial information

session. Youth Fellowship
Hall at 7 p.m.
MPAC – Seeking experienced
Saxophonist,
Trumpet and Trombone
musicians for the Main
Sanctuary Choir. Please inquire by calling the church
office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program – Grades K – 9th will
be offered homework assistance, math, reading, and
vocabulary skills, and
much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms.
Doris Newton at (727)8220443, ext. 301
Young Adults – Are you
18 – 35 years of age? A college student home for the
summer? Then come join
the Young Adult Ministry
every Tuesday, from 7 – 8
p.m. in the Youth Education
Bldg.
VOTERS REGISTRATION SIGN-UP EVERY 1st
and 3rd SUNDAY. Don’t be

surprised on Election Day!
If you have moved, had a
name change, turn 18 by
Nov. 6, or want to change
party affiliation. Please
register!
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have
not completed your Christian Basics, classes are held
every Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the
latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE.
Visit our website and let’s
get
connected
today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. 955 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg Florida. 727894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

4:00pm. Guest church in
charge will be Mt. Moriah
Missionary Baptist Church
and Reverend Robert L.
Ward, Pastor and President
of Union No. 1 of the Union
Foreign Missionary Baptist
Association.

First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121, 22nd Street South
where Deacon Marzell
Miller is chairman of the
Board of Deacons and Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is
pastor.

for her service and dedication as our First Lady. If
you have red or gold,
please wear it but if not we
ask that you please come
out and worship with us in
this service.
Our speaker is Sister
Terri Hodge, First Lady of
Word of Life Fellowship.
Sister Jayda Rainey, Minister of Music at Word of Life,

will be in charge of praise
and worship.
We are located in the
historic
district
of
Jamestown on the corner of
10th Street and 2nd Avenue
North in the beautiful city
of St. Petersburg, Florida.
We look forward to seeing you ! For more information you can contact the
church at (727) 898 - 9407.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Civil rights and misplaced aggressions
It is at this time of the year
when American citizens are
in the throes of electing a
president. More than any
other time we are reminded
once again where we ought
to be as an individual as well
as which direction our elected
President’s aspirations will
take our country.
No doubt we all want God
to bless the United States of
America. It is also customary
in the United States to assume that anything which is
new or different represents
progress. When actually,
much of the change simply
reflects shifting the design of
how the desires of the powers
that where, are and shall be
are presented to its citizens.
They feel free or entitled
to pontificate an answer or
maybe even a logician that
would benefit them in lieu of
manifesting basic improvements in the condition of the
lives of everyday people.
Therefore, we are being
challenged by God and man
more than any other time in
the history of our country of
the degree in which our
courage lies.
What does the land of the
free look like to you? This is
your homeland, are you
brave? Can you enjoy your
freedom without deceiving,

oppressing or neglecting others and disrespecting God as
Lord? If not, you are not free
and you have become delusional.
Yes! God gave the earth
to humans to subdue, bring
harmony upon the earth and
replenish it. Yet, demon angels began to mate with the
women in the whole land of
Ethiopia. Therefore, God destroyed the earth as it was
known then.
After Noah’s flood, He
chose the Hebrews to become the nation of God
within the earthly realm.
After many years of their rejecting God as their King, He
divided the kingdom of Israel
and declared that the 10
Northern tribes will never
arise again as a nation; only
the house of Jacob would remain as His nation.
Today, in America, we can
still choose one of three paths
that are laid at our feet. Pick a
party and become committed
to the government of man,
join the government of religious ideologies which undergirds the government of
man; or you can become a citizen of the government of
God.
The government of God
is lead by the Holy Spirit that
only speaks and demon-

at 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 - Health Fair
sponsored by the St. Mark
Health Care Ministry
Sept. 26-29 - Congress
No. 2: Hosted by First Baptist of Sun City, Rev. Horace
Holloway, Pastor.
Looking Ahead to the
Month of October
Oct. 9-13 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association-97th Annual Session
convening at St. John First
Institutional Church in Palmetto, FL; Rev. Fred
Brown, Pastor
Oct. 14 - St, Mark 81st
Anniversary Celebration
begins
Oct. 17-19 - Nightly Anniversary Services
Oct. 21 - Anniversary
Culmination
Oct. 24 - Church Outing
–Mt. Sinai
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School
starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are in-

vited to come out and join
us.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out study the Bible with us,
and learn “What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30 - 6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
beginning Sept. 18.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.

BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

10th Street Church of God
Appreciation Service for
a First Lady.
Each year the family at
10th Street Church of God.
remembers and celebrates
the Pastor and First Lady
for their dedication in the
positions as our under
shepherds.
On Saturday, Sept. 15, at
4 p.m. the church family
will honor Sis. Carlotta Bell

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for the Month
of September
Sept. 16 - Church Outing - New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church at 4
p.m.
Sept. 18 - Church Outing St. John M. B. Church

Pastor’s Corner

First Mt Zion
In preparation for their
upcoming Unity Day celebration, the Deacons and
Men of First Mt. Zion are
sponsoring a worship service, “Spiritual Men in Spiritual Motion” on Sunday,
September 23, 2012 at

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

strates the wonderful finished
works of Jesus Christ on the
cross. Here, we are not
judged by the color of our
skin, but rather by the content
of our character. Neither are
we required to have a green
card, passport nor a visa!
We do not deceive, devour or compete with one another. We acknowledge Jesus
as Savior, Lord, baptizer and
King in all our ways. There is
no need for us to seek the accolades of man to determine
our significance. We find it in
Christ Jesus!
Within the government of
God, you will have peace of
mind, joy in your heart and
each citizen is made right in
the eyes of God. Simulated
disorders like sickness,
death, perversion or depression cannot continue there.
Divine health, the power to
make wealth and the favor of
God is made available to
everyone who commits to the
laws of the government of
God.
Most of all, the government of man is riding on the
shoulders of the government
of God.
Makes you wonder what
would happen if God ever
stood up and did the
‘bankhead bounce’ dance!
[Jeremiah 1:1 - 8:22]

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Endure hardness as a
good doldier
In 2 Timothy 2:3, the
Apostle Paul asks Timothy
to enlist in the fight along
with him as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. What are
some qualities of a good
soldier? A good soldier is
dependable, trustworthy,
disciplined, and courageous. He or She enlists
into warfare with the understanding of what it
means to be on the frontline of opposition. A good
soldier is not ashamed of
what he’s fighting for. Although the assignment
presented may be burdensome or overbearing the
soldier is committed to the
cause. We are reminded
throughout our society
how men and women enlist into the military to
fight for our Country.
These individuals place
themselves each and
every day on the frontlines
of opposition, so that we’re
protected as a society
from threats and attacks.
This position takes an honorable and committed soldier to risk his or her life
for the freedom of others.
The Apostle Paul uses
this analogy as an encouragement to Timothy. He
knew that if Timothy was
able to understand these
fights, then he was able to
comprehend the spiritual
warfare of Jesus Christ.
He assures Timothy that
the gospel of Jesus Christ
comes with resistance.
Therefore, he must be
willing to wear the uniform with delight and be

ready to engage in spiritual warfare against the
adversary.
In order to be prepared
for battle, a soldier must
learn how to endure hardness. In the military, soldiers go through what is
known as “drill time” this
is when a soldier must
prove that he or she can
withstand the hardness of
the drill. I have never been
in the military, however,
when my son desired to
enlist. I began to review
the qualifications of what
was needed to become a
soldier. I then wandered as
a mother, had I trained
him to endure hardness as
a man. After reviewing
these qualifications, I was
confident that my son
would make a good soldier. I knew he would fight
for the cause and be willing to lose his life honorably (I must confess I was
glad when he changed his
career path). Moreover,
this is the same assurance
that the Apostle Paul had
in Timothy.
2 Chronicles 7:14 informs us that, “ if my people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and
I will forgive their sin and
will heal their land”. In this
verse there is a distinction
being made “my people”
refers to them that will endure hardness, a people
who will not vacillate in

their faith, but are engaged in prayer with the
understanding that our
fight is not flesh and
blood, but mighty through
God, to the pulling down
of strongholds. These
strong holds are spirits
such as; depression, oppression, feelings of failure, unworthiness, low
self esteem, weariness, unfulfilled desires, lust, envy,
and covetousness. A good
soldier is trained by his
Superior on how to use his
weapons against these
strongholds. When skilled
in using weaponry a soldier displays confidence,
because he’s assured that
if there is an attack (in his
mind or body), he is spiritual prepared for the fight.
In conclusion when
faced with difficult times
don’t succumb to the lie of
the adversary, go to the
Word of God for instruction concerning your life.
I assure you that no matter
what you are facing; the
word of God is able to provide you with the peace,
love, and understanding
you will need in order to
make it through another
day. Therefore, endure
hardness (take on the
mindset) as a good soldier
and you will enjoy wholeness in this life. Lastly, 3
John 1:2 says, Beloved, I
pray that you may prosper
in every way and [that
your body] may keep well,
even as [I know] your soul
keeps well and prospers.
Peace and Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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